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Abortion Issues:

· I am pro-choice but having been pregnant and lost the baby, do not think I could go through with it myself.

· I feel there should be no restrictions on the timing and availability of abortion because it is a personal matter to be decided upon by the mother, father, doctor and God.

· NO medical procedure of any kind should be performed on a minor without both knowledge and consent of the parents unless the girl’s life is in imminent danger.

· Because America is so polarized by this issue, Federal funds should not be used to fund these types of medical procedures.

Budget, Spending, and Tax Issues:

· I support eliminating Federal estate tax. I consider this to be double taxation. The money was already taxed as income by the deceased. Simply because the same money changes hands, it should not be taxed yet again.

· All government budgets at all levels should be balanced annually. How are we supposed to learn to live within our means or less if the government doesn’t?

· I do not believe government funds should be used to directly “stimulate” or “bail out” any person or entity. The Federal Reserve already does that with interest rate adjustments.

Specific Spending Priorities:

· Eliminate subsidies of non-organic agriculture.
· Greatly increase subsidies of community arts organizations

· Decrease spending on intelligence operations and military hardware

· Eliminate national missile defense spending

· Increase salary for active duty military personnel

· Maintain spending on programs to improve troop retention rates and R & D of new weapons

· Greatly increase spending on education, environment

· Maintain funding of Homeland Security, especially the intelligence clearinghouse aspect.

· Decrease international aid. We have enough to worry about at home.
· Greatly increase funding for medical and scientific research so we are not dependent primarily on for-profit companies for that important endeavor.
· Increase funding for the space program so we don’t lose ground from the advances of the 1960’s

· Maintain funding for Medicaid, Medicare, and Veteran Care

Specific Revenue Priorities:

· I support sales tax in lieu of income tax at all levels of government. The only exception is that we should still have FICA taxes taken out either at the paycheck or at year end.
· I believe that school tax collected based on property value should be pooled statewide and distributed on a per pupil basis.

· Alcohol, cigarettes, sugar, caffeine, recreational drugs and sexual services should be taxed at a greatly increased rate to reduce demand.
· Interest and dividends should be taxed. If you make money by not doing a darned thing, it should benefit everyone.

· Corporate income should be taxed because the “person” is not doing anything (the employees are!) but it should be calculated after salaries have been paid. Companies would be monitored to make sure they weren’t laundering money through employees and contractors.

· Highway building and repair should be funded by taxes on gasoline, oil, tires and vehicle property use taxes in a proportion commensurate with the percentage of non-mass transit that uses the roads and bridges.

Business and Employment Issues:

· Social Security is an insurance policy at its core. It pays benefits and take premiums. It’s fine the way it is and as a staple of old age income should not be made more risky.

· The private sector should be regulated for safety, honesty, and freedom of enterprise.

· Increasing the federal minimum wage only forces business to cut quality or increase prices. Keep it where it is.

· Workers should not have to unionize. All workers who pay into Social Security either via payroll tax or self-employment income tax should be able to blow the whistle on bad employers directly to the federal government. I think unions have become intent on perpetuating themselves and have forgotten that in most cases their job is done and now they are just encouraging workers to be greedy.

· Workers who are displaced can find training through charities and public institutions of higher learning, such as community colleges.
Campaign Finance and Government Reform Issues:

· Money is not speech, and for the purposes of elections and voting, corporations are not people.

· No campaign money should be anonymous. 

· All candidates for any public office, even dog catcher, should be given a reasonable minimum of free radio and TV airtime and print advertising.

· There should be spending limits based on district population on all campaigns.

· The President should have line item veto on appropriation laws.

· Amendments to any bill must be materially relevant to the purpose of the original bill.

· Although it is responsible for administrating and enforcing statutes, the executive branch should not have the power to de facto rewrite legislation or create loopholes.

Crime Issues:

· I support capital punishment in cases of murder, rape and child abuse.

· Prison inmates should be trained to read, compute and perform a job skill. They should be given re-orientation training and job-placement assistance when released. 
· They should not be allowed to pursue higher education or receive interest on bank accounts.

· Drugs are banned from prison, so they’ll have to go cold turkey if they came in addicted. Inmates should receive cognitive behavioral therapy to address any underlying psychological reasons for their abuse of recreational drugs and subsequent physical addiction.
· Prison should be for violent offenders only, and it should be solitary confinement for all inmates.
· Recreational drugs with minimal physical addiction qualities should be legalized so they can be regulated and taxed. 

Education Issues:

· There should be a minimum standard curriculum for all American citizens and legal residents.
· Education should be free, financially equitable, comprehensive, and open only to citizens and legal residents. 
· Institutions in the education marketplace, such as schools, textbook printers and colleges, should be non-profit entities.

· Universal pre-K should be funded by the states with a minimum grant provided by the federal government. 
· By improving the schools in terms of academic and social culture, vouchers and charter schools will be unnecessary.
Environment and Energy Issues:

· Monitoring and restricting the use of harmful chemicals is a responsibility of the government on a federal level. State and local government can exceed these restrictions.

· Emissions targets help nations monitor each other’s efforts toward reducing human climate impact.

· Energy producers should not be able to benefit from safety and cleanliness improvements they should already be making in the first place.

· Fuel efficiency standards should be strengthened to include not just a company average, but also a standard minimum efficiency per model.

· We should be turning our entire fuel efforts away from new fossil sources toward new renewable sources of energy.

· This research and development should be federally funded because it benefits our nation.

· Fissile material is dangerous and is not renewable. We should not build new nuclear reactors.

Gun Issues:

· Historically, the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution refers to the right of states to defend themselves against the federal government and foreign powers. I believe that because we have standing state and federal armed forces, the only guns citizens should be allowed to purchase and own are guns appropriate for hunting. 

· Only on-duty police officers and military personnel should be permitted to carry non-hunting guns. 

· Gun safety should be taught in public schools whether a gun is stored in the child’s home or not.

BTW: Here is a GREAT article on the Second Amendment! http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop_2nd.html
Health Issues:

· Basic health care, including vaccines, screenings for STDs, and wellness checkups provided annually, should be a right of citizenship and legal residence.
· I believe health insurance should be cost-controlled by the marketplace, but that the cost of medical care itself should be capped. 
· Institutions in the medical marketplace, such as hospitals, practitioners and pharmaceutical manufacturers, should be non-profit entities.

· I believe medical savings accounts should be tax free, with the balance upon death going toward public health care.

· There should be monetary limits on medical malpractice suits.

· Prescription drugs should be sold directly from the manufacturer, but be fully vetted by the FDA regardless of country of origin.

Immigration Issues:

· People who are here illegally should be evaluated in a timely manner regarding their desire to emigrate to the United States. Citizenship should be awarded to those who entered and resided here illegally unknowingly or as refugees from violence. 

· Children of illegal immigrants do not receive automatic citizenship. Children of legal resident non-citizens can receive dual citizenship. Children of American citizens can receive citizenship.

· Legal immigration should be vastly curtailed. All immigrants seeking residence or citizenship must be sponsored by a citizen who is ultimately responsible for finding or providing food, clothing, shelter, employment and medical care for the immigrant. That sponsor is limited in the number of people s/he is allowed to sponsor at any given time. For the purposes of immigration, corporations are not people, and therefore are not able to sponsor immigrants.

· English should be recognized as our official national language, but minimal bilingualism should be a required part of education.

· Enforcement of federal laws is performed by federal police only, although they can be assisted by state and local law enforcement in intelligence, training and field operations.

International Policy Issues:

· I believe we should leave Iraq and Afghanistan, apologize for trying to run their lives, and deal with the fallout. We should close U.S. military bases outside our national and territorial borders.

· The United States should continue to hunt down al Qaeda wherever they are, even if it means bribing the government with humanitarian aid.

· The United States should favor domestic industry over foreign industry, even neighboring nations.

· The United States should withdraw its support for Israel in light of their illegal occupation of Palestine since 1967.

· The United States should participate in legal sanctions instituted by the United Nations against any rogue state, such as Iran and North Korea.

· Maintain funding of the United Nations in the form of dues, charitable contributions and military assistance.

· Withdraw from NATO. It now includes nations that are not on the North Atlantic Ocean.

Social Issues:

· Marriage should be a legal contract between any two parties for mutual benefit, and should be required for receipt of reduced “family” rates for services. Religious officials should not have the power to make a union legal. 
· Military units should be segregated by gender preference, i.e., straight me and gay women should serve together, and straight women and gay men should serve together. Otherwise sexual tension complicates wartime scenarios.

· Embryonic stem cell research, as with other scientific and medical research, should be fully funded by the federal government, but be restricted to those created during fertility treatments.

· The federal government should make no requirement on any public or private institution to hire or not hire any person on any basis. The market will determine what employees work best together.

